Occupation of Slaves on a Logwood Camp


From the mid 17th century (1600’s) to the mid 18th century (1700’s) slaves in Belize were engage mainly in cutting logwood. Camps eventually develop along the Sibun River, creeks and lagoons as a means of floating wood down during the rainy season.

Cutting Logwood required fewer slaves than cutting Mahogany as Logwood trees were smaller that mahogany trees, they grow in more accessible areas along the river banks than mahogany and they grow more in clusters than apart like Mahogany trees.


A few slaves were needed by the Masters in Belize in order to cut logwood, so the population of slaves in Belize was very small. Slaves were involved in the following work on a logwood camp: 
1) Searching and claiming for trees which were done by the Huntsman, who was the most valuable slave on a logwood camp. He was greatly trusted for leading the Master and other slaves into the deep forest.

2) Cutting of logwood trees which were done by an Axeman, who had to be very skillful in the way in which he cut the logwood as it could fall on either him or on the other slaves.

3) Trimming of leaves and branches of the tree which was done by the Trimmers.

4) Hunting game meats such as Deer, Picary, Gibnut and Armadillo

5)  Cooking which was done by an elderly male or female slaves

6) Heating logs at the dye meal so that the reddish brown heart-wood chips would produce a dye.
Work done on a Mahogany Camp
On a Mahogany Camp, there were typically about 50 slaves working. The most valuable slaves were the Huntsman, who was responsible for searching the forest and locating Mahogany trees. He was also well-trusted as he led the other slaves and his master deep into the forest.

The second most valuable slave was the Axeman, who had to be very skillful in knowing how to cut a mahogany tree while standing on a springy platform called barbeque 10-15 feet off the ground.

The third most valuable slave on a mahogany camp was the Cattleman; he was responsible for taking care of Oxen which were used to drag carts having huge logs on them to the riverside because of the intense heat during the dry season, the Cattleman worked at night time.

The Trimmers were responsible for cutting off limbs, branches and leaves from the Mahogany tree that was fallen, some also worked at the riverside where they place their master’s name on the Mahogany logs.

