
 

History as a discipline has three aspects – its contents, its organization principles and its methods 
of enquiry. The substantive content of Caribbean History is the activities of the peoples of the 
islands from the Bahamas to Trinidad as well as those of the peoples of Belize and the Guianas, 
from the coming of the indigenous Americans to 1985. 

 

The syllabus consists of a Core and nine Themes. The themes are arranged in Section A to C. 
Students are required to study the Core in the manner described in the objectives below, and to 
study in detail one Theme from each of the three Sections (A,B,C). 

 

The Core 

The core represents an overview of the broad trends and major developments in Caribbean 
History with which every student of the subject should be familiar. 

On completing the Core, students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of: 

1. The causes and consequences of interaction within and among the major groups in the 
region, namely:  Indigenous peoples, Africans, Asians and Europeans; 

2. Enslavement and emancipation in the Caribbean; 
3. The responses to the challenges in the 19th century: new arrivals and the establishment of 

the peasantry; 
4. The involvement of the United States in the Caribbean; 
5. The part played by the 20th century protest movements and other groups to achieve 

political independence. 

 

For the Core, students should be aware of the salient facts and concepts of the topics listed 
below. 

1. The Indigenous Peoples of the Americas 
2. The Europeans 
3. The Economic Revolution and the coming of enslaved Africans 
4. Slave Resistance  
5. Emancipation and Apprenticeship 
6. The coming of the Chinese, Europeans (Maderians, Germans, French), Indians and 

Africans. 
7. The Establishment of the Peasantry, 1838 to 1900 



8. The United States’ influence in the Caribbean 
9. Popular Protests in 1930s 
10. Movements towards Independence and Regional Integration up to 1985. 

 

The themes 

The period from the late fifteenth century to the late twentieth century is covered by nine themes 
organized in three sections: 

Section A 

Themes 

1. Indigenous Peoples and the Europeans 
2. Caribbean Economy and Slavery 
3. Resistance and Revolt 

Section B 

4. Metropolitan Movements towards Emancipation 
5. Adjustments to Emancipation, 1838 – 1876 
6. Caribbean Economy, 1875 – 1985 

Section C 

7. The United States in the Caribbean 1776-1985 
8. Caribbean Political Development in the 20th century 
9. Caribbean Society in the 20th century. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

Format of examinations 

The syllabus will be examined at General proficiency only. The examination consists of a 
multiple- choice paper, a free response paper and a School Based Assessment (SBA) component, 
worth 35, 44 and 21 per cent of the total marks respectively. 

Paper 1 (60 marks) 1 hour and 15 minutes 

Multiple Choices (35%)  

This paper consists of 60 multiple choice items based on the Core. Five items will be set on each 
of the 10 listed topics; the remaining 10 items will not be identified with a specific topic; but will 
focus on general trends and overall chronology. 

Paper 2 (75 marks) 2 hour and 10 minutes 

Short- answer and essay questions (44%) 

This paper consists of 18 questions with two questions set on each of the nine themes. The paper 
is divided into three questions, one from each section. 

One section will consist of short-answered questions. Questions from the other sections will 
require responses in the form of extended essays. The sections chosen for these types of 
questions and responses may vary from year to year. 

Some questions will be based on stimulus material to which candidates are required to respond. 
The stimulus material may include extracts from documents, pictures, cartoons, maps, statistical 
tables and graphs and the response required may be a single sentence, a short paragraph or an 
essay. 

Candidates must answer one question from each of the three sections of the syllabus. 

 

Paper 3/ Part 1 (35 marks) 

School Based Assessment (SBA) (21%) 

One project set and marked by the school, using the mark schemes provided on page 23 of the 
syllabus. 
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